
 

  1 

 

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

 

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY 

ADVISORY GROUP:  

Committee for Mathematics Achievement (CMA)  

LIAISON:  

Pamela Pickens 

MEETING DATE:  

September 22, 2017 (9 am ET) 

NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT:  

Pamela Pickens 

 

ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS/GUESTS PRESENT:   

☒Commissioner of Education – Dr. Stephen Pruitt (Krista Hall) 

☒President of the Council on Postsecondary Education – Dr. Robert King (Sue Cain) 

☒President of the Association of Independent Kentucky College and Universities – Dr. Gary Cox (Sarah Murray) 

☐Executive Director of the Education Professional Standards Board – Jimmy Adams 

☐Secretary of the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet – Hal Heiner (Kate Akers) 

Representative from each of the 9 public postsecondary education institutions defined by KRS 164.001 

☐University of Kentucky – Dr. David Royster 

☒University of Louisville – Dr. Jenny Bay-Williams 

☒Eastern Kentucky University – Dr. Margaret Yoder 

☒Kentucky State University – Dr. Karen Heavin 

☒Morehead State University – Dr. Edna O. Schack 

☒Murray State University – Dr. Ed Thome (Mary Williams) 

☒Northern Kentucky University – Dr. Theodore Hodgson 

☒Western Kentucky University – Dr. Janet Tassell 

☐Kentucky Community and Technical College System – Linda Howard 

☒Kentucky Adult Education – Pam Callahan 

☐Kentucky Adult Education – Amanda Ireland 

☐Elementary Teacher appointed by the Kentucky Education Association – Bonnie Humphries 

☒Elementary Teacher appointed by the Kentucky Education Association – Scotty Bratcher 

☐Middle School Teacher appointed by the Kentucky Education Association – Cindy White 

☐Middle School Teacher appointed by the Kentucky Education Association – Suzanne Gibbs 

☒High School Teacher appointed by the Kentucky Education Association – Nick Chaykowsky 

☒High School Teacher appointed by the Kentucky Education Association – Ryan Davis 

☒Elementary School Administrator appointed by the Kentucky Association of School Administrators – April Mounce 

☐Middle School Administrator appointed by the Kentucky Association of School Administrators – VACANT 

☐High School Administrator appointed by the Kentucky Association of School Administrators – Mark Gannon 

☒Executive Director of the Kentucky Center for Mathematics – Dr. Dan McGee 

☒Kentucky Department of Education Liaison – Pamela Pickens 

Guests Present: Meredith Brewer, Erin Chavez, Jill Parker 

 

Agenda Item:  Call to Order and Introduction of Members and Guests 

Discussion/Action:  Chair Ryan Davis called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. Present members briefly 

introduced themselves and identified their representation on the committee. 
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Agenda Item:  Amendments to the Agenda 

Discussion/Action:  The members reviewed the agenda and proposed the following amendments: added the 

review and vote on previous meeting minutes, removing the Charter School update and replacing it with the 

Standards update. The committee voted and the minutes were approved. 

 

Agenda Item:  Review and vote on March 17, 2017 meeting minutes 

Discussion/Action:  The members reviewed the March meeting minutes. Pamela Pickens noted member 

attendance was not indicated on the minutes. She will add the attendance to the first page. The committee 

voted and the minutes were approved with the noted change. 

 

Agenda Item:  Subcommittee Divisions and Assignments 

Discussion/Action: Chair Ryan Davis provided a brief history of the CMA Strategic Plan and highlighted the 

four subcommittee descriptions, as well as the current work of each subcommittee. Ryan opened the floor for 

members to join one of the four committees. 

 Intervention – Scotty Bratcher, Bonnie Humphries, Suzanne Gibbs, Meredith Brewer, Jill Parker, 

Pamela Pickens 

 Effective Instruction – Ryan Davis, Sarah Murray, Margaret Yoder, Karen Heavin, Ted Hodgson, 

Jimmy Adams 

 Assessment – Molly Williams, Janet Tassell, Pamela Callahan, Sue Cain 

 Communications – April Mounce, Robin Hill, Kate Akers, Wayne Lewis, Dan McGee, Nick 

Chaykowsky, Jenny Bay-Williams 

 

Agenda Item:  CMA Subcommittee Work Session 

Discussion/Action: Subcommittees met to work on tasks to push on the CMA’s Strategic Plan 

 

Agenda Item:  Update on Accountability   

Discussion/Action: Kathy Moore and Michael Hackworth from the Office of Assessment and Accountability 

provided an update on the proposed Kentucky accountability system. They shared three handouts related to the 

proposed systems. (See attachments.)  

 

Lunch Break 11:15 – 12:30 

 

Agenda Item:  CMA Subcommittee Work Session 

Discussion/Action: Subcommittees met to work on tasks to push on the CMA’s Strategic Plan. During this 

time frame, Commissioner of Education Dr. Stephen Pruitt met briefly with each subcommittee to discuss the 

current work and provide feedback.  

 

Agenda Item:  Update on Kentucky State Academic Standards 

Discussion/Action:  Krista Hall from the Office of Teaching and Learning provided a handout regarding the 

standards revision process and current work. (See attachment.)  



 

  3 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item:  CMA Full Committee Discussion 

Discussion/Action: Ryan Davis shared a drafted statement in response to the Academic Readiness portion of 

the proposed accountability system. Overall, the group was mainly concerned about the second bullet for 

Academic Readiness – a grade of B or better on 6 or more hours of KBE-approved dual credit. Discussion 

followed. The group decided this requirement should be aligned and consistent with what is currently required 

at the post-secondary level. The group also discussed the need to include both literacy and mathematics 

requirements specifically. The group discussed using the terms mathematics or quantative reasoning, as well as 

the issues this terminology may cause when selecting approved courses. Discussion followed. Sue Cain 

suggested adding dual-credit language to the term exams to be more specific. The group decided that the 

overall message from the CMA should be for further discussion from shareholders continue before a final 

decision is made about the proposed accountability system. Ryan made the motion to approve the statement 

with only style changes to be made – not content changes. Janet Tassell seconded the motion. The full 

committee voted in favor of the statement. Ryan stated he would send out the updated version via email.  

 

Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  

The committee adjourned at 3:20 p.m. The next in-person meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2017. 
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